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About 130,000 hectares of plantations were  
affected and 8 million hectares of native 
forestry, including about 1 million hectares 
of multiple use forest.

The fires hit hardest on the far north coast 
of NSW, around the southern NSW towns of 
Tumut, Tumbarumba, Bombala and Eden, 
into north eastern Victoria, and Kangaroo 
Island in South Australia.  Although recovery 
harvesting began in earnest on the burnt 
plantations, the sad truth is that much  
timber will not be able to be processed  
before it is unusable and the losses have  
left a significant hole in future wood  
supplies. In the native forestry areas, the 
fires have been used by activist groups to 
mount a ferocious attack on our sustainably 
managed native forest industries and the 
usual post bushfire access to coupes has 
been severely curtailed.

Then, before we had even properly assessed 
the bushfire damage, the global COVID-19 
pandemic arrived on our shores. Our  
industries had to adjust rapidly to the new 
‘COVID-safe’ world, urgently implementing 
social distancing and sanitising measures. 
We were successful in arguing that, as the 
economy was wound down to reduce virus 
transmission, our industries were ‘essential’ 
and we were allowed to keep operating. It 
is still to be seen whether the $680 million 

“It is no overstatement 
to say it has been one 
of the most challenging 
years for our industry 
that I can remember.”

When I think back on the Chair report last 
year, we had just emerged from the Federal 
election campaign and were looking  
forward to seeing promises delivered and 
more initiatives to grow the industry as  
negotiated by our Association. None of us 
knew that before the end of last year our 
world would be seismically impacted; first 
by devastating bushfires and then by the 
global COVID-19 pandemic.

The ’Black Summer’ of bushfires began on 
the north coast of NSW in the later part of 
calendar 2019 and, as the summer wore 
on, flared up right down the east coast and 
into South Australia, taking lives, homes,  
businesses and livelihoods.

By the time the autumn rains finally put the 
blazes out we had lost vast resources. 

Greg McCormack  
Chair
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‘HomeBuilder’ stimulus package, which 
AFPA helped deliver, will avert the cliff of 
lost new home demand which had been 
forecast. It will certainly assist greatly.

In addition, there have been downturns in 
the global woodchip demand, which have 
left many in that part of our industry  
value chain having to reduce operations  
dramatically, and in Victoria, the  
short-sighted decision by the Andrews  
Government to close down native  
forestry by 2030. The Victorian  
Opposition says it will reverse this policy 
should it win the next election and we  
will keep the pressure on the Andrews  
Government to see sense. In the pulp,  
paper and packaging space, the Morrison  
Government has continued to move forward 
with its ban on export of recyclables. This is 
a ban we support but it is presenting large 
challenges for the sector.    

It is no overstatement to say it has been  
one of the most challenging years for our 
industry that I can remember.

It is also no overstatement to say we have  
all been very well served by the decision 
taken some ten years ago to unite under 
one national Association umbrella.  
I truly think that decision has paid  
enormous dividends. 

From the bushfire relief funding, through 
to being deemed ‘essential’ and securing 
stimulus measures, through to the Bushfire 
Royal Commission, through to implementing 
Regional Forest Industry Hubs, another  
National Institute for Forest Products  
Innovation centre, and of course, finally, the 
changes to the Carbon Farming Initiative 
we have fought so long and hard for; the 
achievements go on.

As I do every year I thank every one of  
those in the long list of member companies 
for continuing to support our Association. It 
is more vital than ever that we continue to 
advocate as a full value chain.   

I thank my fellow Directors for their 
insightful dedicated service and the AFPA 
team, led by CEO Ross Hampton, that has 
worked so hard and effectively for the 
Industry.

Greg McCormack 
Chair
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no money or policy can make trees appear overnight. 
We still have much to do to help the most badly  
affected businesses through the difficult times ahead. 

And the arrival of the COVID-19 pandemic so soon  
after, made it so much more difficult. Businesses 
which had been desperately trying to use as much 
burnt timber as they could, now had to overlay  
that with ‘COVID-safe’ measures such as splitting  
workforces and enforcing social distancing and  
sanitary measures. It has been a very trying period.

Fortunately AFPA built full mobility into its systems 
some years ago to allow our staff to work on-line 
from wherever they were in the country. This meant 
that, whilst we have lost a little in terms of personal  
interactions, moving to a ‘work from home’ model 
has not come at the expense of AFPA’s advocacy  
efforts in each of the Chambers. ‘Zoom’ and  
‘Teams’ virtual meetings have filled much of the  
communications gap! It has been very disappointing 
that we have not been able to hold the June  
gathering in person and that we had to defer the  
Gala dinner to June next year. These, however, are  
relatively small prices to pay for ensuring all our  
people remain safe and healthy.  

The beginning of the year was taken up with  
working with the Government and Departments to 
see implemented the Federal election commitments. 
Key were the continuation of Regional Forest  
Agreements (RFA) and the rolling out of ‘Regional 

“We still have much to  
do to help the most 
badly affected businesses 
through the difficult 
times ahead. ”

Ross Hampton 
Chief Executive Officer 
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As the Chair has observed it has been a challenging 
and demanding year for so many of our members. 
Many of us fought the fires with little sleep over 
those long summer months and watched  
despairingly as the bush and plantations went 
up in flames. There was much immediate loss to 
lament but also, all of us who work in our  
industries, knew we were also watching the  
incineration of so many carefully laid personal and 
business plans. We knew that when the  
newspapers were tallying up the costs, they were 
not including the impact on our industry through 
loss of future timber resource. Although AFPA was 
able to play a role in helping secure a $140 million 
package (which included forest industries) from 
the NSW Government and another $50million 
from the Federal Government, we know that 
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Forest Industry Hubs’ to support the Government’s 
National Forest Industries Plan and its goal of ‘One 
Billion’ more plantation trees. Ten Regional Forest 
Industry Hubs have now been announced, with nine 
to receive $1 million each to enable them to plan and 
produce strategies to ensure that plantation growth 
in these areas is strategic and strongly supported by 
their communities. There is more work to do to  
ensure all key forest industry regions are covered. 

Notwithstanding the challenges which have emerged 
after the fires in terms of future resource, and the 
massive budget deficit which the Morrison  
Government has been forced to rack up in  
economy-wide support measures, there are large 
opportunities which are emerging. 

The nation is far more attuned to domestic  
processing and the necessity of making things on 
shore. This will be a good thing for Australia’s forest 
industries. It was one of the reasons that we agreed 
to join the ‘Australian Made’ campaign and are  
promoting ‘Buy Aussie Timber First’ in 2020.

Our social purpose challenges continue to be the 
area where we have much more work to do. Activist 
groups, including some academics apparently more 
interested in a public policy outcomes than science, 
continue to misrepresent sustainably managed native 
forestry in this country. This has to be countered in a 
cool and evidence based fashion.

The plantation base of the industry also requires a 

great deal of care and support from AFPA to 
help ensure that social purpose is maintained.

The FWPA research which produced the 
moniker ‘The Ultimate Renewable’ has been 
a major positive for all sectors of the value 
chain in the last year. It is easy to understand 
and, no matter where the sticker is applied, 
is completely true. Which, of course, is what 
makes it such a perfect unifying phrase.

I thank the Board of Directors of AFPA, led so 
ably by Chair Greg McCormack, who all give 
their time and energies selflessly for the good 
of the Association.

I also thank the AFPA staff who work tirelessly 
and effectively in each of their roles to ensure 
your Association continues to deliver for  
all Members.  

9
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Forest industries are  
the keystone employer 
in many regional towns 

Forest industries  
contribute $24 billion a  
year to Australia’s economy

Australia has a trade deficit in  
forest products of more than 
$2 billion a year

There are 132 million hectares of  
native forest in Australia, of which  
less than 0.06% is harvested each  
year & always regenerated 

There are almost 2 million  
hectares of forest plantations  
(hardwood and softwood)  
in Australia

Renewable timber products  
help build more than  
162,000 homes a year

AFPA members are  
100% globally certified

Forest industries plant 
more than 70 million 
plantation trees each year

Our forestry operations are  
carbon positive & our  
plantations store 258 million  
tonnes of carbon 

CC

Forest industries provide 
direct employment for 80,000 
people & indirect employment 
for 100,000 people



NATIVE FORESTRY

PLANTATION FORESTRY

Australia has 132 million hectares of 
native forest. Just 78,000 hectares -  
or 0.06 per cent - is harvested for 

timber production annually, and then 
regenerated by law. 

There are 385 million hectares  
of agricultural land in Australia. 
Plantations occupy around 1.9  
million hectares or about 0.5%.

X10

...FROM CERTIFIED, SUSTAINABLY MANAGED 
NATIVE FORESTS AND PLANTATIONS

NATIVE FOREST TIMBER MAKES... 
Floorboards, staircases and furniture, while the residues and secondary  
timbers are used to make pallets, paper and packaging, replacing single  
use plastics. Timber production for appearance-grade hardwood timber  
products occurs in designated areas that almost always have been either  

previously harvested. After harvest, these areas are  
regenerated, with no net loss of forest over time. 

PLANTATION FOREST TIMBER MAKES... 
The timber frames for our homes, engineered wood products used to build  
new multi-storey residential and commercial buildings, wood-based panels  
for our kitchens, landscape products for our gardens, and wood fibre used  

to manufacture magazines, paper boxes and packaging, replacing single  
use plastics. In addition, residues go into making potting mix, mulches, 

composts and landscaped products for our gardens.

MAKING THE PRODUCTS YOU LOVE...

The equivalent of  
3 trees out of 100 are 

used each year and then 
the area is replanted.  

On average we plant 70 
million trees each year.

The equivalent of 6 
trees out of 10,000  
are used each year  

and the areas  
then regenerated.

11



KEY MOMENTS

Australian forest industries recognised as essential 

Following the COVID-19 outbreak, AFPA began an advocacy campaign to let 
both the public and policy makers know that our renewable forest industries 
were providing an essential service to all Australians, by providing essential 
timber and paper products used in homes and businesses every day. This  
essential status was recognized by both Federal and State governments and 
our renewable industries have been largely able to continue to manufacture 
essential products throughout the pandemic. 

Securing Government support after the Black Summer bushfires  

AFPA was at the forefront of the community debate of how to better manage 
Australia’s landscape in the wake of the unprecedented Black Summer  
bushfires, and secured significant State and Federal Government recovery 
packages for bushfire-affected forest industries. AFPA also succeeded in calling 
for land-management to be included in the Terms of Reference of the Bushfire 
Royal Commission, and continues to keep members, the public and political 
leaders informed on the impact on our industry, and the role of forest  
industries in suppressing and mitigating against bushfires. AFPA’s advocacy 
helped secure bushfire recovery packages of $50 million from the Federal  
Government and $140 million from the NSW government. 

Leading the fight against the Victorian Government’s plan to close 
down native forest industries 

AFPA is assisting our industries, VAFI and AFCA to fight against the Victorian  
Government’s decision to end native forestry by 2030. We have helped  
organise rallies and protests in Melbourne and Lakes Entrance, and we  
are working with other stakeholders to have this decision overturned. 

Parliamentary Friends of Forest Industries Christmas Drinks

AFPA hosted the annual Christmas drinks in Parliament House for the  
Federal Parliamentary Friends of Forest Industries featuring both real and  
CLT Christmas trees. Our Hosts were the Co-convenors of the group the Hon 
Joel Fitzgibbon and Member for Barker Tony Pasin. The event attracted a  
great turn out of federal politicians from across all parties with an address by  
Assistant Minister for Forestry and Fisheries Senator Jonathon Duniam.  

12



KEY MOMENTS

Eden-Monaro by-election 

AFPA was active in the lead-up to the 4 July 2020 by-election in the marginal 
NSW seat of Eden-Monaro – a federal electorate in which forest industries are 
the biggest regional employer. During the campaign AFPA held roundtables in 
Tumut with the three major parties’ candidates and AFPA  
members in Eden-Monaro, giving candidates the opportunity to hear directly 
from industry about their priorities and challenges post-bushfires, and to focus 
the media and politicians’ attention on the importance of forest industries to 
the electorate.

Plantation Forestry can now fully participate in the Emission Reduction 
Fund (ERF) in some Regional Forest Industry Hubs

After five years of advocacy AFPA was successful in seeing the Federal  
Government amend the Carbon Farming Initiative (CFI) regulation, which  
will now allow forest managers to fully participate in Emission Reduction  
Fund (ERF) auctions in declared forest industry regions. The resulting carbon  
payments will help establish new commercial forest plantations and 
provide significant emissions reductions to meet Australia’s international  
climate targets. More work remains to ensure all Hubs have the same 
opportunities.

Regional Forestry Industry Hubs 

AFPA has been campaigning for funding to create regional forestry hubs across 
Australia for the past six years as a strategic measure to grow and optimise 
Australia’s forest industries in key geographic areas. The hubs are a part of 
the ‘right trees in the right places in the right scale’ goal. In the past year the 
Federal Government has recognised and funded ten hubs in South West WA, 
Green Triangle – SA and VIC, North and North West TAS, South TAS, North East 
NSW, South West Slopes NSW, Central West NSW, Gippsland VIC, South East 
QLD and North QLD.  

New home building stimulus to underpin COVID-19 recovery 

The timber processing sector is facing a forecast drop in construction and  
associated timber demand due to COVID-19 restrictions. AFPA joined industry 
groups HIA and the MBA to successfully campaign for Federal and State  
governments to put in place stimulus measures to boost new home demand. 
The Federal government then announced the ‘HomeBuilder’ program which with 
State government measures is showing signs of kickstarting construction, and the 
economy. AFPA has focused on making processing industries in Australia more 
resilient by advocating for Australian’s to buy Aussie timber products.  
AFPA has also joined the Australian Made campaign and promoted a new ‘Buy 
Aussie Timber Framing First’ campaign (www.buyaussietimberfirst.com.au)

13



 Zoom meeting due to COVID-19 restrictions 
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AFPA BOARD 2019/20
Greg McCormack (Chairman) - Chairman, Midway Limited

Jean-Yves Nouaze (Deputy Chairman) - Executive General Manager, Visy Pulp & Paper		

Ian Telfer (Treasurer) - Chief Executive Officer, WA Plantation Resources 

Craig Dunn - General Manager, Public Relations & Sustainability, Opal Group (from May 2020) 

Stacey Gardiner - General Manager, Australian Forest Contractors Association

Diana Gibbs - Principal, Diana Gibbs and Partners

Jon Kleinschmidt - Chief Executive Officer, Hyne Timber				  

James Malone - Chief Executive Officer, Wesbeam 					   

Paul Michael - Executive Chairman, Weathertex						    

Islay Robertson - Chief Operating Officer, HQPlantation	

Mark Rogers - Managing Director, New Forests	

Steve Whiteley - Chief Executive Officer, Sustainable Timber Tasmania	

Peter Williams - Chief Operating Officer, Australian Paper (to April 2020)   		 			 

OBSERVERS 
Jessica Douglas - Director, External Affairs OneFortyOne 
Carlie Porteous - Manager, Fibre & Forestry Compliance, Visy Pulp & Paper

Beth Malmburg - Company Secretary
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AFPA MEMBERS’ FORUM 
The AFPA Members’ Forum is the consultative body 
made up of all AFPA members. The Forum meets  
quarterly to hear from politicians, experts, senior  
public servants and to discuss industry policy positions. 

AFPA CHAMBERS 
All AFPA full members are provided the opportunity 
to participate in more specific discussions through 
their membership of one of the four sub-groups 
called Chambers. Each Chamber meets quarterly and  
permanent Subcommittees or adhoc Working Groups 
report back to each respective Chamber to ensure 
more detailed work proceeds between meetings.

ABOUT AFPA 
The Australian Forest Products Association (AFPA) 
represents the full value chain of forest industries, 
from the growers and managers of Australia’s  
plantations and native forests, to timber processors 
and manufacturers of forest related products.  
Whether it’s member companies or organisations, 
or the tens of thousands of Australians who work 
across the value chain, AFPA fights for the interests  
of those involved in forest industries.
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Tony Price
Chamber Chair

Victor Violante
Chamber Manager

HARDWOOD PROCESSING CHAMBER

The Hardwood Processing Chamber includes  
hardwood sawmillers, hardwood woodchip  
processors, hardwood timber cladding  
manufacturers, and State forest industry  
associations representing their respective  
hardwood members. The Chamber meets  
quarterly to discuss policy issues that  
impact them.  

The hardwood sector is a major employer  
in regional Australia, underpinning tens of  
thousands of jobs across the full value chain  
and an integral link in the broader forest  
products industry. Australia processes more  
than 12 million cubic metres of hardwood logs  
annually, using timber from the sustainably  
managed native forest estate as well as  
hardwood plantations. 

Much of Australia’s hardwood sawn timber (84%) 
is sourced from our native forests. Australia has 
132 million hectares of native or natural forest, 
of which less than 0.06% is harvested each year 
and always regenerated and regrown, ensuring an 
industry so sustainable it can continue  
indefinitely. This is the equivalent of just six trees 
in every 10,000 across the native forest estate.   

2019-20 was a challenging year for the native  
hardwood industry nationally, especially in  
Victoria. In November Victorian Premier Daniel 
Andrews announced the Victorian Government  
will end native forestry harvesting in the  
state-owned forest by 2030, with significant 
reductions in timber allocations from 2024. AFPA 
has been at the forefront of industry’s fightback  

against this short-sighted decision, working with 
members and other industry and community allies 
to have the decision overturned.  

Meanwhile, bushfires over the summer burnt 
about 8 million hectares of native forest across 
NSW and Victoria including about 1 million  
hectares of multi-use production forests, which  
will have profound impacts on future timber  
availability. AFPA has been active in explaining  
the role of forestry in fighting bushfires and  
managing the forests to mitigate against  
bushfires, in the face of relentless attacks from 
anti-forestry groups.  

AFPA advocated for a Commonwealth Royal  
Commission into the bushfires, and we succeeded 
in having land management included in the  
terms of reference. AFPA gave evidence to the 
commission about the need for a whole-of-land-
scape approach to land management, which 
should include mechanical fuel reduction and  
active forest management across all land tenures.  

In the coming year, the Chamber will focus on the 
development of a strategic plan to highlight the  
long-term sustainability and social purpose of  
our native hardwood sector, for the next century  
and beyond.  

17
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Islay Robertson 
Chamber Chair

Natalie Heazlewood 
Chamber Manager

GROWERS CHAMBER 

The Growers Chamber covers all the major 
plantation owners and Government Business 
Enterprises managing native forests, as well as 
plantation management services companies and 
companies which also provide environmental 
services such as carbon sequestration. 

Combined, the Growers Chamber members  
own or manage more than 80% of the nation’s 
plantation trees, and a similar proportion of the 
multiple-use public forests.  

In 2018-19 the plantation estate, split almost  
evenly between softwood and hardwood  
provided 28.8 million cubic metres of total  
wood production. 

The Growers Chamber has four Subcommittees 
which address areas of specific interest to the 
chamber and consider current issues and develop 
policy. They operate under AFPA’s formal structures 
with AFPA providing secretarial services, and have 
Terms of Reference, detailed agendas and agreed 
minutes. The four Subcommittees are: 

1. Human Resources Subcommittee  
advises the Growers Chamber on a range of human 
resources topics across forest industries from  
marketing, recruitment, staff wellbeing and equity.    

2. Work Health Safety Subcommittee  
advises the Growers Chamber on matters  
relating to work health and safety across the  
forestry industry.    

3. Forest Certification & Chain of Custody  
Subcommittee advises the Growers Chamber on 
Forest Management certification and Chain of  
Custody certification across forest industries. 

4. Forest Health & Biosecurity Subcommittee  
advises the Growers Chamber on forest health and 
biosecurity across the across forestry industries. 

In the last year the Growers Chamber met twice in 
Canberra and, due to the COVID-19 outbreak, twice 
via telephone conference. At these meetings issues 
facing members, policy development and a range 
of initiatives were discussed such as:  

•	 The impacts of the 2019/20 Bushfire  
	 season and COVID-19 on businesses. 

•	 An initial proposal to increase levies across 	
	 research and development, operations and 	
	 biosecurity was agreed to with a formal  
	 process now underway. 

•	 A proposal to appoint a Grower Chamber 	
	 funded Forest Industry Safety Manager was 	
	 agreed by members but has been postponed 	
	 due to the outbreak of COVID-19. 

•	 The National Forestry Biosecurity  
	 Coordinator would be funded by the  
	 Chamber for an additional financial year  
	 until April 2021.  

•	 The draft Log Haulage Code of Practice was 	
	 approved to be submitted to the NHVR for 	
	 nationwide adoption.  

19
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Jean-Yves Nouaze
Chamber Chair

Kevin Peachey 
Chamber Manager

PULP, PAPER & BIOPRODUCTS  CHAMBER

The Australian pulp and paper industry is a diverse 
sector producing a range of paper and paperboard 
products, including tissue, printing and writing  
papers, newsprint and packaging papers. The 
members of this chamber are also moving rapidly 
into adjacent areas of bioproducts. 

The Pulp, Paper and Bioproducts Chamber (PPB) 
met both face to face and virtually four times 
throughout the year, to discuss broad policy issues 
that impact the Australian pulp, paper and  
packaging sector and progress initiatives in key 
policy areas, including:  

•	 The circular economy, waste to energy  
	 and the COAG Waste Export Ban. 

•	 COVID-19 and essential industry 
	 classification. 

•	 Bushfire recovery activities. 

•	 Climate change, emissions reduction,  
	 and renewable energy policies, including 	
	 bioenergy and renewable heat.  

•	 The Federal Government’s Technology  
	 Investment Roadmap and the  
	 Bioenergy Roadmap. 

•	 Trade agreements. 

•	 Forest product stewardship. 

•	 Industry skills and training. 

•	 Research and development. 

•	 Forest Industry Regional Hubs and  
	 plantation investment. 
 

An Energy Subcommittee has been established 
under the PPB to advise on the sector’s energy 
issues.  

Members of Energy Subcommittee are nominated 
by the PPB and are company experts 
in energy issues.  

This Subcommittee operates under the AFPA 
formal structure with AFPA providing secretarial 
services, and have Terms of Reference, detailed 
agendas and minutes.   

21
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Ian Tyson
Chamber Chair

Gavin Matthew 
 Chamber Manager

SOFTWOOD MANUFACTURING CHAMBER

The Softwood Manufacturing Chamber (SMC)  
of AFPA includes softwood sawmillers and  
processors, engineered wood product  
manufacturers, and softwood timber product 
exporters. SMC members meet to discuss broad 
policy issues that impact the Australian softwood 
manufacturing sector. From our renewable forest 
plantations, SMC member companies provide 
essential jobs and innovative products for housing, 
construction, fibre and energy. 

Three SMC Subcommittees have been established 
to consider specific policy challenges and  
recommend actions. They operate under the AFPA 
formal structure with AFPA providing secretarial 
services, and have Terms of Reference, detailed 
agendas and agreed minutes. 

The three Subcommittees are:

1. Market development Subcommittee (MKDS) 
The MKDS advises the SMC on matters relating to 
market development issues. Members of MKDS 
are nominated by the SMC and are company  
experts in sales and marketing.

2. Solid Wood Processing Technical Committee 
(SWPTC) The SWPTC advises the SMC on matters 
relating to timber product processing technical 
development issues. Members of SWPTC are  
nominated by the SMC and are company  
processing technical experts. 

3. Workplace Health & Safety interest group 
(WHSIG) TThe WHSIG advises the SMC on matters 
relating to industry sector WHS issues. Members 
of WHSIG are nominated by the SMC and are  
experts in WHS management. 

The SMC met both face to face and virtually five 
(5) times sharing learnings and progressing  
initiatives in key policy areas, including: 

•	 COVID-19 and bushfire recovery activities, 	
	 including new home stimulus measures.

•	 Forest Industry Regional Hubs and  
	 plantation investment.

•	 Climate change, emissions reduction, and 	
	 renewable energy policies, including  
	 bioenergy and renewable heat initiatives. 

•	 Recognition of carbon stored in wood  
	 products and new buildings. 

•	 Industry contributions to timber product 	
	 and building standards and codes. 

•	 Improvements to structural performance 	
	 and treatment frameworks for timber and 	
	 engineered wood products.

•	 Industry timber product messaging  
	 including ‘Timber Framing – The Ultimate 	
	 RenewableTM’ and ‘Buy Aussie Timber 		
	 Framing First’ campaigns.
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Greg Kenny 
Strategic Guidance Council Chair

Leon Rademeyer 
Branch Manager 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BRANCH 

The AFPA South Australia Branch was established 
in 2016 to address an advocacy gap. From modest 
beginnings the AFPA SA branch was able to become 
a well-established presence for industry.

The AFPA SA Branch had a strong year unifying and 
progressing the State’s forest industries issues in 
the face of a number of challenges including a  
governmental review of forest water allocation  
policy and proposed changes to biosecurity,  
emergency services and farm trespass legislation. 
The AFPA SA Branch was active in many  
areas including:

•	 Lower Limestone Coast Water Allocation Plan 	
	 (LLC WAP). 

•	 PIRSA/Forest Industries Working Group:  
	 COVID-19 pandemic. 

•	 Independent Bushfire Review 2019/20  
	 Stakeholder Group. 

•	 New SA Biosecurity Act.

•	 Green Triangle Plantation Crime  
	 Prevention Working Group

•	 SA Parliamentary Friends of Forestry

In early 2020 South Australian forest product  
industries’ decided that it was ready to evolve  
past being an AFPA branch and to establish a  
stand-alone Association marking an important new 
phase in the sector’s state-focused policy advocacy. 
Leon Rademeyer was the SA branch manager until 
the 1st of July and we thank him for his work over 
the past two years.   
 

The new association will be the South Australian 
Forest Products Association (SAFPA) and it is  
expected to take several months to finalise,  
including recruitment of the first Chief Executive  
Officer. Keith Lamb is the Chair of the Interim  
Governing Council of SAFPA and is leading the 
process of creating the new Association with the 
assistance of an able Council of forest industries 
representatives.  

AFPA will continue to work closely with the new 
Association, as we do with all state forest industries 
associations around Australia.
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AFPA OPERATIONS
AFPA members own Forest Industries House in Deakin 
ACT, just a few kilometres from Australia’s Parliament 
House. Since its formation in 2011, AFPA has proven  
it is one of the most effective industry advocacy  
organisations, zealously championing issues affecting  
the full forest industries value chain and delivering  
outcomes for members. AFPA is staffed by a strong team 
dedicated to advancing the interests of all members.   

STAFF AT JUNE 2020
Sandi Grant		  Bookkeeper 

Natalie Heazlewood	 Policy Manager 

Beth Malmberg 	 Company Secretary & EA

Gavin Matthew 	 Senior Policy Manager 

Kevin Peachey 	 Policy Manager

Fairlie Pearce		  Digital & Design Officer	

Campbell Cooney	 Senior Communications Manager

Victor Violante	 Senior Policy Manager

Ross Hampton 	 Chief Executive Officer

Photo: HQ PLANTATIONS
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OBJECTS OF  
THE ASSOCIATION

•	 Be a vehicle for effective and efficient  
	 communication between various sectors 	
	 within the industry.

•	 To shape and drive industry and government 
	 policy development for the benefit of 		
	 industry and secure the best outcomes  
	 for the industry in important policy 		
	 development through effective lobbying  
	 and other targeted representation.  

•	 To raise the profile of the industry with 		
	 community opinion leaders, for the purpose 	
	 of making the industry relevant, profitable 	
	 and sustainable.  

•	 Encouraging and facilitating education on 	
	 issues relevant to the sustainable growth  
	 of 	the industry and developing and  
	 maintaining cohesive and positive working  
	 relationships with other bodies within  
	 the industry. 
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AUSTRALIAN  
FOREST PRODUCTS  
ASSOCIATION LIMITED 
ABN: 40008 621 510

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

For the Year Ended 30 June 2019
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